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^ have to take to non-violence, if they are to find their deli-
verance. That there is no ho.pe of their taking to it in a
body and at once does not baffle me. A few thousand years
are but a speck in the vast time circle. Someone has to
make a beginning with a faith that will not flinch.
Young India, 3-9-'25
" You would govern non-violently. But all legislation
is violence."
"No, not all legislation. Legislation imposed by
people upon themselves is non-violence to the extent it
*fs possible in society. A society organized and run on
the basis of complete non-violence would be the purest
anarchy."
" Do you think it is a realizable ideal ? "
"Yes. It is realizable to the extent non-violence is
realizable. That State is perfect and non-violent where
the people are governed the least. The nearest approach
to purest anarchy would be a democracy based on non-
violence. The European democracies are to my mind a
negation of democracy."
" Do you think that non-violence of the democracy
which you visualize was ever realized in the olden
times ? "
" I do not know. But if it was not, it only means that
we had never made the attempt to realize the highest in
us. I have no doubt in my mind that at some stage we
were wiser, and that we have to grow wiser than we
are today in order to find what beauties are hidden in
human nature. Perfect non-violence is impossible so long
as we exist physically, for we would want some space at
least to occupy. Perfect non-violence whilst you are In-
, habiting the body is only a theory like Euclid's point or
F. P-7